
An Abertay 25 
Research Project

Abertay 25

Women in 
Politics



 

With thanks to 
Soroptimist 

International - Dundee
&

Rautomead Ltd
for their sponsorship of 

these packs. 



Introduction

We will:
Explore the lives of two inspirational 
pioneering women in Dundee with links 
to Abertay’s history, discover their story 
and investigate the challenges facing 
local female politicians in the first part of 
the 20th century.

Topics of interest:
Women’s rights and history; rise of the 
Labour Party; Social Studies (History, 
Citizenship); Health & Wellbeing 

Learning outcomes: 

I know who Lily Miller and Annie Lamont 
are, and why they are significant to 
Dundee’s history.

I have used evidence to discover their 
story, understand a timeline and have 
answered questions as well as created 
some of my own.

I have used primary and secondary 
resources to explore answers to my, and 
my group’s, questions.

I have used my, and my group’s, 
research to build a narrative and used 
the creativity and skills in the group 
to present this narrative to a chosen 
audience.

I expect this project to support me to: 

reflect on my strengths and skills to 
help me make informed choices when 
planning my next steps 

learn about where to find help and 
resources to inform choices

communicate, collaborate and build 
relationships

explore and evaluate different types of 
sources and evidence 

develop my understanding of the history, 
heritage and culture of Scotland, and an 
appreciation of my local and national 
heritage within the world 

broaden my understanding of the world 
by learning about human activities and 
achievements in the past and present 

establish firm foundations for lifelong 
learning and for further specialised study 
and careers  

recognise and nurture my creative and 
aesthetic talents  

Teacher’s notes—
a longer overview 
of the Women in 
Politics story can 

be found here.

https://abertay.co/archives02


The story of Dundee’s 
women in politics shows that the 

City was not a “Women’s Town” despite 
having a high rate of female employment 

especially in its textiles factories. 
The positions of power were still male 

dominated. It wasn’t until 1931 that Dundee 
elected its first MP, and 1935 when its first 

female councillor, Lily Miller, was elected. But 
women before 1931 were highly capable 

politicians, as the documents about Annie 
Keir Lamont (telegraphist, poet, and political 

activist) show. Once elected, they faced 
the challenge of working and debating in 
a male dominated council chamber and 
trying to get their message reported by 

an equally male-dominated 
conservative 

press.

Dundee Corporation 
Portrait photograph 

of Lily Miller (c. 
1939), Dundee City 

Archives



This project aims to encourage the group members to engage in discussions based 
around the evidence provided. The more they discuss, the more topics of interest 
they might come across. For example, they might become interested in how women 
are portrayed in the media “then & now”, or they might want to discover more about 
female town councillors in Dundee. 

This pack provides ideas to help you take a group through a research project by 
questioning and discussing evidence in archive documents. We have highlighted 
some questions you might ask to get the discussion started. However, the aim is for 
the group to take the lead, and for you to be helping it achieve its goals. This can take 
time, so encourage them to make suggestions and ask questions, and see if they can 
discover their answers in the given resources. If not, they can keep a note of those 
questions for further research. Over time they will use their research to find their own 
direction and build a story that they will tell in a presentation that they design and 
develop themselves. 

Contact archives@abertay.ac.uk for more information, or for extra resources.

Teacher’s Notes 
- How to Use This Pack

To recap on the 
3-stage project, watch 
our video on Enquiry 

Learning from the 
Welcome 

pack 

Each document in this stage has a suggested activity 
(or two!) to help your groups with their discussions. The 
purpose of this stage is for the groups to identify the story 
the documents tell, and find a topic, a person or a theme 
to focus on for their further research.  In their discussions 
they will identify more questions to research, and take 
individual responsibility for tasks preparing for stage 2. 

Preparing 
for Stage 1—
teacher’s notes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTakHjheLpE


As the groups work their way through the documents, they’ll come across the 
“main characters” of their research. 

Before they start, ask each group to draw two large outlines of a person on 
a piece of paper. As the groups discover more about the people they’re 
researching, they will add the information to the outline, constantly building on 
their research and discovering areas of interest. 

Stage 1- Find your Focus

Outside the outline: write how 
different people see them 
or speak about them e.g. in 
newspapers, letters etc

Inside the outline: write their 
thoughts, feelings and beliefs 

(political, religious etc) 

Write facts about them, the 
person they are, their name, 

DOB (if known) etc 



Meet your main characters 
- Main Character #1

Above: Dundee Institute 
of Art & Technology Annual 
Report 1947-1948, Abertay 

University Archives 

Right: Dundee Corporation 
Portrait photograph of 

Lily Miller (c. 1939), 
Dundee City Archives 

Discover your main 
character

What is their name?

What is their role at 
Dundee Institute of Art & 
Technology? What is its 
relationship to Abertay 
University?

What is their role in 
Dundee?

What other information 
can we discover about 
them? 



Meet your main characters 
- Main Character #2

What is their name?

What did they study at 
the Dundee Technical 
Institute? What is its 
relationship to Abertay 
University?

What was their job? 

What other information 
can we discover about 
them? 

Right: Dundee 
Technical Institute 
Student Enrolment 
Register (1904/05), 
Abertay University 
Archives ref. ABY-

DTCSA-3-1-1

Below: Close 
up, Montage 

Photograph of 
Dundee Post Office 

Staff (1905), Dundee 
City Archives, 

GDX1488



Golden Document - 
Lily Miller’s Election Pamphlet, Dundee City Archives 
ref GDX754/1

Advice on 
other sources of 
information are 

available! Contact 
archives@abertay.
ac.uk to discover 

more

1. Find 5 facts—You have 2 minutes to find 5 facts in the document! Write 
them on a piece of paper, or project jotter.

2. What political beliefs did this person stand for? Which of  
these beliefs do you feel strongly about and why? 

3. How do you think Dundee has changed since this  
document was published? 

4. How successful do you think this person was  
in their campaign? 

Activities - 10 minutes



1. What is so remarkable about Lily Miller? 

2. This article is published 3 years after the election 
pamphlet. Why do you think it took so long for Lily to be 
elected? 

3. How do you think Lily felt when she was elected? 

4. Do you think Lily was the first woman to aspire for such a 
role? What reason do you have for your answer? 

Golden Document - 
Dundee Courier, 6 November 1935. Copyright DC Thomson 
& Co. Ltd

Discuss!
This newspaper 

cutting has been 
taken from a much 

larger article. 
Contact archives@
abertay.ac.uk to 
discover more.



1. What is significant about the date of the article 
mentioning Annie Lamont, compared with the date of 
Lily Miller’s election? Why do you think it was difficult 
for women like Annie Keir Lamont and Lily Miller to be 
elected to local government in Dundee? 

2. What barriers do you think these women faced? How do 
you think they were perceived in the media? 

Discuss! 5 minutes.

These newspaper 
cuttings have 

been taken from a 
much larger article. 
Contact archives@
abertay.ac.uk to 
discover more

Above: Dundee Evening Telegraph, 15 March 1949. 
Copyright DC Thomson & Co. Ltd

Above: Dundee Courier, 25 August 1924. Copyright 
DC Thomson & Co. Ltd 

Dundee Courier, 31 August 1947. Copyright DC 
Thomson & Co. Ltd



1. When were women given the vote and how did this 
change politics? 

2. Why do you think Annie Lamont was writing this letter, 
who was her audience? 

3. What do you think Annie Lamont would have thought 
about the female Prime Ministers we have had?

Golden Document - 
Extract from page 4 of Annie Keir Lamont—Post Office Time 
Capsule Letter, 1921, Dundee City Archives ref. GD/Mus/226 

Discuss! 5 minutes

This is a short 
snippet from a much 

larger document. 
Contact archives@
abertay.ac.uk to 
discover more

The vote has been 
granted to women within the last few 

years, and we are very keen about 
voting, and indeed, most of the women 

in this office are very anxious to see 
Winston Churchill turned out of his seat 
(Dundee) at the next General Election.

 
Mrs Winterbotham and Lady Astor are 

our only representatives in Parl[iamen]t, 
but we hope there will be a Lady Premier 

before 2021.

“

”Annie Lamont’s 
letter to the 21st 
century, Dundee 

City Archives



Far left: Dundee 
Courier, 22 
November 1938. 
Copyright DC 
Thomson & Co. 
Ltd

Left: Dundee 
Evening Telegraph, 
20 September 
1938. Copyright DC 
Thomson & Co. Ltd

Where the group’s research takes them depends entirely on 
them. At this point, the group has curiosity. Some of the 
questions raised at the end of Stage 1 will not be answered 
by the documents in the pack, so where can they go to find
the answers? First of all, they need to decide which questions 
they want to answer—they need to discuss and decide on the 
direction they want their further research to go in. What is it they 
want to discover and why?

Examples of further research topics: 

There are so many directions for further research in this story. The group might be 
interested in looking at the evolution of women in politics; looking at women in the 
media; the connections between Lily and Annie; a timeline of inspiring women in 
Dundee; media and mental health; using Annie’s letter to contrast Dundee “then and 
now”… 

Contact archives@abertay.ac.uk when you know the topic your groups want to explore 
further. We can send larger copies of the documents from this pack as well as help you 
discover more sources of information! The last page in this pack lists further sources of 
information. 

You are always 
welcome to contact 

archives@abertay.ac.uk 
for further information or 
to ask for help with your 

project from a member of 
the archive team. We can 

help further focus and 
develop your 

group’s research. 

STAGE 2
FURTHER RESEARCH
Teacher’s Notes

Click here 
for an example 

of what a further 
research topic 
could look like.

https://abertay.co/archive08


• The group will need to decide on a few things before getting started 
on their presentations. We want them to be as creative as possible, 
using the skills of those found within the group. Is there a confident 
speaker? A musician? Someone who enjoys arts and crafts? 
Encourage the group to discuss the different ways they could present 
their research to an audience.

• On page 16, there are some questions the group could discuss 
together to help guide them towards a presentation. 

What is your topic? 
• The group should agree on the topic of the presentation, the story 

they want to tell, and the message they want to send. 
• Their message should be clear, strong and something that they are 

confident talking about.
• Are there any local politicians you could interview?

Who is your audience? 
• How will the group get their message across?
• How will the group’s chosen audience benefit from their research? 
 
How will you present your discoveries? 
• Now they know what their message is and who their audience is, 

they can focus on the best way to get that message across—what will 
make the biggest impact. 

• A short story, drama, piece of music, animation, artwork, interactive 
exhibit – the possibilities are endless! 

STAGE 2
PRESENTATIONS
Teacher’s Notes



Photo of Annie Keir Lamont, Dundee Courier and 
Advertiser 1926 Copyright DC Thomson & Co. Ltd

Create!

Once the groups have decided 
on their message, audience 

and presentation style, it’s time 
to create! Each member of the 

group needs a role either in 
the design or delivery of the 

presentation (or both!) Before 
they start, they should make a 

plan. How long do they have 
to create their presentations, 
what equipment and skills to 

they have—laptops, art supplies, 
cameras etc. Remember to 

contact archives@Abertay.ac.uk 
– we might just be able to help!

 
Most importantly, the group 

needs to create realistic goals. 
They should think about time, 
resources and skills and what 

they can actually achieve with 
the resources available to them. 

Record!
 
Whatever the presentation is, 
we’d love to see it. If you’re able 
to take photographs, video or 
audio recordings—or even send 
a file over—please do. It might 
just end up in our archives! 
Contact archives@abertay.ac.uk 
to find out more.  



Stage 3 
- Presentations Group Worksheet

Work through this sheet to help prepare your group presentation. Discuss each of the 
questions with your group before making a decision. Think about the skills of each person 
in the group, for example do you have an artist in your group? Or someone who is a 
confident speaker? Do you have a musician or someone who is interested in video editing? 
Use what skills and equipment you have available, but make sure everyone has a role in 
either the design or delivery of the presentation. 

What is your topic or message? 

Discuss the main topic of your presentation. Write your topic in 10 words or less. 
This will help you decide the title of your presentation. Try to summarise the story 
you want to tell in a paragraph. This can help you plan how it could be divided up 
into sections / scenes in your presentation.

Who is your audience?

Discuss who you are creating this presentation for. Your school, a nursery, a future 
employer or politicians? It can be a completely made up audience—someone from 
the future, the past or even an alien! 

Why do you think they should listen to your message? How will they benefit? 

Your presentation needs a “why”.  Think about why your audience needs to hear your 
research. It might help them change their perspective, or inspire them to make a 
change.



How will you present your work? 

This will depend on the topic/message and audience you have chosen. A younger 
audience might benefit from storytelling or rhyme, whereas an alien might need a 
lot of visual cues. Use the skills in your group to decide on the best way to present.

Discuss realistic goals. What can you achieve with the time and resources available to 
you. Play to each other’s strengths – if one person is an amazing writer, another a great 
illustrator and someone else is a fantastic speaker – work together to create something you 
can all feel confident presenting! 



Further Research
There are different sources for your research, including the ones 
below. 

Abertay University Archives archives@abertay.ac.uk 

British Newspaper Archive www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 

Dundee City Archives archives@dundeecity.gov.uk 

Local History Centre www.leisureandculturedundee.com/library/
localhistory 

University of Dundee Archive Services www.dundee.ac.uk/archives/ 
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Congratulations!

Congratulations! You’ve 
completed Abertay 

25’s Women in Politics 
Education Pack! Don’t 

forget to fill in your post-
project evaluation forms! 

If you have any 
feedback from your 

experience (either as 
the group taking part 
or the group leader) 

please do get in touch. 

We’d love to see your 
creations, so take photos 
and recordings and 
send them to archives@
dundee.ac.uk

https://abertay.co/archives03



